
What began as a mechanic’s room and bathhouse has 
turned into so much more at Mike’s on the Water, located in 
Michigan Harbor at 24600 Jefferson Ave., in St. Clair Shores 
on the Nautical Mile.
 Owner Mike LeFevre fi rst saw the building, which dates 
back to the 1940s, after he came back from traveling the 
world for more than seven years. His goal was to make it 
a “cool little burger bar.” It opened 
in 2011 with more than 120 seats 
and has grown into so much more, 
with a menu that includes its one-
of-a-kind Lobster Roll, fresh salads, 
Great Lakes Whitefi sh and lake 
perch, stuffed burgers and more.
 “Casual, comfortable, cozy and 
cool” is the slogan at Mike’s on 
the Water and its hands-on owner 
and staff work hard to make sure 
every patron has that experience 
all season long with reasonably priced food, indoor and 
outdoor bars serving beer, mixed drinks and an extensive 
wine list — including Mike’s own private label produced in 
Sonoma, Calif. — and weekend entertainment too.
 “I’ve been doing this for about 40 years,” said LeFevre. 
“And I love what I do.” 
 When he came back to Michigan to visit his sister as she 
battled cancer, a friend told him that the owner of Colony 
Marine wanted to open a restaurant. Construction began in 
January 2011, the doors opened May 25 and the rest is history.

 The warm, nautical atmosphere and décor makes 
patrons feel at home, LeFevre said, “it’s like they’re at a 
place their grandfather built.” This year’s deck expansion 
even includes a piece of something LeFevre’s grandfather 
built — the BOWL letters from the sign of Continental Lanes 
Bowling Center in Roseville, Mich. “Boating On Wonderful 
Lake St. Clair”

 The restaurant also gives back to 
the community, collecting donations 
for nearly a dozen charities; in return, 
donors can decorate their own life ring 
to be added to the collection hanging 
on the walls … and now, even on the 
ceiling.
 Mike’s on the Water expanded in 
2012 with an outdoor deck/bar. Again 
this year, he added even more seating 
to the deck. There’s plenty of parking 
on land and by lake. There are 24 

transient wells plus a newly expanded seawall that can 
accommodate boats up to 56-feet. A fl oating dock allows 
personal watercraft to dock regardless of lake levels. 
LeFevre said he’d expand again in the future with a rooftop 
deck. “What a view up there,” he said.
 Mike’s on the Water is open from the fi rst day of 
spring through November each year. Check it out on 
Facebook for daily specials and events and learn more at 
mikesonthewater.com.
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